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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SOPN XO US UK MP PFOR MARR 
SUBJECT: DIEGO GARCIA VISIT 

REF: STATE 049595 

1 . ADVISED UK HIGH COMMISSIONER BRIND THAT I INTENDED INFORM 
GOM OF PLANNED MEDIA VISIT TO DIEGO GARCIA. HE PREDICTED 
THAT PRIME MINISTER RAMGOOLAM OR WHOMEVER ELSE I INFORMED 
WOULD ASK IF MAURITIAN JOURNALISTS COULD BE INCLUDED. HE 
WAS RIGHT. 

2. ON MARCH 8 I INFORMED ACTING PRIME MINISTER SIR SATCAM 
BOOLELL (RAMGOOLAM AND HIS NUMBER TWO. FINANCE MINISTER 
RINGADOO, ARE BOTH ATTENDING CAIRO ARAB-AFRICAN CONFERENCE), 
DRAWING ON INFO CONTAINED PARA ONE REFTEL. BOOLELL IMMEDIATELY 
ASKED IF WE COULD INCLUDE ONE OR TWO MAURITIAN JOURNALISTS, 
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IF OTHERS DROPPED OUT AND LEFT VACANT SEATS ON PLANE. HE 
COMMENTED THAT THE OPPOSITION MAURITIAN MILITANT MOVEMENT (MMM) 
HAS BEEN ATTACKING GOVERNMENT ON SUBJECT DIEGO GARCIA AND ALL 
THE GOM HAS TO RESPOND WITH IS SECOND-HAND INFORMATION IT 
RECEIVES FROM UK AND US. IN RESPONDED THAT FLIGHT ORIGINATES 
AND TERMINATES IN HONG KONG, AND THERE IS PROBLEM OF COST. 

SINCE MEDIA ARE PAYING FOR FLIGHT. BOOLELL REITERATED THAT 
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IT WOULD BE MOST HELPFUL HERE TO HAVE FIRST-HAND REPORTS FROM 
MAURITIAN JOURNALISTS TO COUNTER MMM PROPAGANDA. I OFFERED 
TO INQUIRE. 

3. BOOLELL IS CORRECT THAT THE BEST WAY TO ANSWER MMM PRO- 
PAGANDA ATTACKS (SEE PORT LOUIS 193 AND 194 NOTAL) WOULD BE 
TO PERMIT MAURITIAN JOURNALISTS TO PARTICIPATE IN MEDIA VISIT 
AND REPORT THEIR IMPRESSIONS DIRECTLY. IF THIS COULD POSSIBLY 
BE ARRANGED IT WOULD GO A LONG WAY TOWARD DEFUSING THE CON- 
TROVERSY HERE OVER DIEGO OARCIA, WHICH IS THE ONLY 
SIGNIFICANT IRRITANT IN OUR RELATIONS WITH THE GOM. IN 
ADDITION, FIRST HAND REPORTS BY MAURITIAN JOURNALISTS RE- 
PRESENTING THIRD WORLD COUNTRY WOULD PERHAPS BE MORE CREDIBLE 
IN SOME QUARTERS THAN SIMILAR REPORTS FILED BY US AND UK 
JOURNALISTS WHO WOULD BE VIEWED (HOWEVER INCORRECTLY) AS BIASED 
IN FAVOR OF US-UK INTERESTS. JUSTIFICATION FOR INCLUSION OF 
MAURITIANS AS SOLE REPS FROM THIRD COUNTRIES COULD BE THAT 
MAURITIUS HAS A SPECIAL INTEREST IN DIEGO GARCIA, ITS FORMER 
TERRITORY. REQUEST SERIOUS CONSIDERATION BE GIVEN TO GOM 
REQUEST. 

4. REQUEST DEPARTMENT REPEAT THIS MESSAGE TO APPROPRIATE 
ADDRESSEES. 

KFET.FY 
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